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Dunsmuir Community Garden
Newsletter
Our	
  Blog:	
  www.dunsmuirgardengroup.blogspot.com	
  
Our	
  Website:	
  https://www.dunsmuircommunitygardens.ca	
  
Email	
  us:	
  dunsmuircommunitygarden@gmail.com	
  
President’s Report
Annual General Meeting 2020.
2020 is certainly going to go down as a year of exceptional turmoil
and disruptions. The Covid-19 has changed our lives in ways we
may not come to fully realize for some time. Every business,
institution and organization has had to rethink how they maintain
their operations while staying healthy. The Dunsmuir Board of
Directors has been working hard to keep up with Covid-19
information and directives. We are following the Provincial Health
Authority mandate of

A Note From the Editor
We are devoting this issue of the
newsletter to publishing the
reports, which would have been
presented at the March 2020,
AGM.
Thank you,
Diana Wood

To nurture a garden is to
feed not just the body, but
the soul.
Alfred Austin

•
•
•
•

SOCIAL DISTANCING,
HAND WASHING,
SANITIZING
STAYING HOME.

While the City of Surrey has limited a great deal of services and
events, they are still in support of continued activity in the
community gardens. We also follow their recommendations of
•
•
•
•

STAY HOME IF YOU ARE SICK
MAINTAIN A 6’ DISTANCE BETWEEN ONE ANOTHER
NO GROUPS OR WORK PARTIES
NO SHARING OF TOOLS

The sharing of tools has
always been an integral part
of cooperation at the
Garden. It is particularly
inconvenient to have to
transport tools back and
forth from home, but
following these health and
safety directives is a small
price to pay to ensure that
the Garden stays open.

The Dunsmuir Garden community is in a most envious position, that is, having a plot of ground that we
can immerse our creative energies into. Let us all do our civic duty so that we can hang on to this gift.
The social distancing orders came down just as we were making final preparations for the Annual General
Meeting, that for now is deferred until the Fall, or a time when the Health Authorities deem safe. It is
mandated within the Societies Act to hold an AGM and report to the Province every calendar year and we
are hoping that we may still do so. In the meantime, the Board is looking at alternatives.
This past year we have been very fortunate to receive funding from the Vancouver Foundation for the
elevated garden beds and from VanCity for the development of an apple orchard. The City has agreed to
work with Dunsmuir on developing the strip of land along the driveway and improve soils for the orchard.
19 trees have been purchased and are heeled into Bin 4. The City plans on preparing the bed and soils in
late summer.
We are also working hard at obtaining additional grant funding for a water system upgrade project to
improve the durability and effectiveness of the garden water supply. Key to this project is the assistance
that has been offered by the City of Surrey. Their expertise and resources will make this a more viable
application.
The City has also agreed to supply green carts and service pick up for the compostable green waste. This
has been in successful effect now for approx. 5 months. If we continue to use the carts properly, that is,
cutting stalks down to fit, not overfilling carts and not dumping green waste on the ground, they will
continue to service as much as we can provide. Extra carts can be made available if we find we are
creating more compost than the carts can support. We will continue to keep Bin 1 open for construction
waste, wood and separated metals only and no plastics of any kind. Garbage and recycling service has
been discontinued. Please do not leave plastic plant pots, trays, bags, coffee cups, etc. at any of the bins.
The City has installed a new garbage can at the driveway entrance, but we ask that all Dunsmuir members
take garbage and recycling home to be deposited into the City waste stream.
The Board has also been working on updating the Society’s Standing Rules. These are the daily general
operating requirements of the Garden Group and associated programs and are consistent with the Society
bylaws. While there are few changes from year to year, we are trying to keep this document up to date and
as clear and concise as possible.
Ideally all these projects and more would have been discussed at the Annual General Meeting in more
detail. For now, the current Board of Directors are committed to keeping the Garden operations
functioning to the best that the current circumstances allow.
The Board continues to work closely with the City of Surrey and enjoys a very cooperative and engaged
relationship. As a partner in the Surrey Parks System it is incumbent on us to do our part in keeping
Dunsmuir beautiful, well-kept and well serviced for garden members and visitors alike. It is also important
that we do not encroach on the meadow park lands. As President I want to do my part in contributing to a
cooperative community garden and continue to be the envy of community gardeners everywhere.
Stay safe and happy gardening everyone.
Craig Regan.
President, Dunsmuir Garden Group.
	
  

To see current events and other news please visit us at:
www.facebook.com/dunsmuirgardengroup/?ref=bookmark , or
http://dunsmuirgardengroup.blogspot.ca
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Vice president’s Report

Megan Baeker
This last year was a wonderful year in the garden. Upon
reflection, I don’t think I appreciated the garden or my fellow
gardeners as much as I should have. The restrictions of social
distancing make me miss the daily summer chats, the sharing
of plants and produce, and the occasional warm pat on my
arm.
I want to thank each of you for your volunteer contributions
last year, some were small and some were big, but each of
them meant the world as I checked them off the ever growing
list of chores.
This year we will continue to rely on volunteer power.
Volunteers will join or lead a team. Volunteer Team
Leaders/Coordinators will assign each team member a task
and when completed the volunteer reports back to the Team
Leader/Coordinator. The Team Leader will report volunteer
contributions to the Volunteer Coordinator at the end of the
season. Most of your work will be independent in order to
ensure social distancing.
The most exciting new position on the list is “ Inspection
Helper”. Starting this summer, we would like a team of
volunteers to help with the inspections!! I can’t wait to dig in
and begin!

Plot Coordinator Report for AGM
Member’s Relocation List:
1 member moved from small to large plot
10 move requests on the list for next year

A very warm welcome to our
new garden members:

New Members:
13 New members
7 plots assigned
Application for Membership:
Application forms were available April 1, 2020 in the
red box at the Information Kiosk. By April 10, 2020
all the application forms had been removed from the
red box.
New forms will be available on April 1, 2021
Waitlist for Membership:
84 requests for membership as of May 1, 2020
Karen Regan
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Candice and Robert Hall
Jennifer Moyes
Maryne Kazak and Serjii Kalinichenko
Denise and Adrian Heuvel
Mila Moskaleva and Dimitri Baranovoski
Ana Drumea and Chris Plater
Simon Clews and Trish Smith
Frank White and Nancy Given

The Bee Report

Socially distanced
beekeeping!

Photo courtesy of Dave
Hoffman

At the end of April, the Dunsmuir hives returned to the beeyard from their overwintering location. We’d
like to thank James Hewitt for the use of his truck to transport the hives back to the garden, as he so kindly
does every year. And a big thank you to Pixie Hobby for hosting the hives on her property again this past
winter.
We currently have three hives, all doing well. A nucleus colony to replace the one that was lost over the
winter has been purchased from our garden member Jerry Mares and should be arriving in the garden
towards the end of May.
You might have noticed a hive sitting on top of the shed in the beeyard. We’re in swarm season right now
and that empty hive has been placed there to attract a passing swarm, which might be looking for a new
place to call home. If you see a few bees going in and out it will probably be ‘robber’ bees coming from
the hives in the beeyard looking for an easy meal. If we’re lucky enough to capture a swarm that hive will
come off the roof and take its place alongside the others. We’ve been lucky a few times over the years.
It’s a great way to acquire free bees.
Unfortunately, the hives scheduled to come to Dunsmuir from the UBC research team have been
cancelled due to the uncertainty of Covid19. The head of that team was concerned about possible park
closures and has found an alternate site on private property.
Due to Covid19, we have disbanded the bee committee until such time as it is safe to meet as a group
again. In the meantime, the hives are being well cared for and looking good going into the late spring and
early summer. There is fresh honey and pollen in the hives and the populations are good.
I’d like to thank all of last year’s beekeepers for their tremendous efforts during the beekeeping season. I
know we’re all looking forward to the time we can gather together at the hives again. I’d like to encourage
any garden member who might have an interest in the bees to sign on as a volunteer. We’d love to have
you join our friendly, enthusiastic group. There is protective gear for your use and you’re free to join us
for an introduction to the bees to see if it’s something you might like to pursue.
Dave Hoffman
4

Asian	
   G iant	
   H ornet	
  	
  
(Vespa	
  mandarinia) 	
  

Pest Alert:
The Asian Giant Hornet (Vespa mandarinia) was first found in Nanaimo on Vancouver Island in midAugust 2019. The single nest was located and destroyed. Since then, a single specimen was found
in White Rock in mid-November 2019 and two specimens near Blaine, Washington in early December
2019. The Asian Giant Hornet is classified as a serious honey bee predator and their stings can be
hazardous to people.
Canadian and US agencies are coordinating surveillance and eradication efforts to prevent the Asian
Giant Hornet from establishing itself.

Please report it if you see it:
British Columbians who think they may have seen one are asked to take a photo if possible and
report the sighting to any of the following:
•
•
•
•

1-888-933-3722 – Invasive Species Council BC
https://bcinvasives.ca/report
paul.vanwestendorp@gov.bc.ca
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/invasive-species

This is what the Asian Hornet looks like:
The Asian Giant hornets are large and have noticeably large orange heads and black eyes. Worker
hornets are approximately 3.5 cm in length and queens can be up to 4-5 cm in length with a wingspan
of 4-7cm.

If you are stung:
•
•
•

As with wasp or bee stings, place an ice cube/pack or cold compress on the location to reduce
inflammation and the spread of venom.
Don’t rub the site, it will cause the venom to spread into the surrounding tissue.
If you are stung multiple times or have symptoms of toxic or allergic reaction, seek medical attention
immediately.
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2019	
  Financial	
  Report

Garden Reminders

I	
  am	
  pleased	
  to	
  provide	
  you	
  with	
  the	
  
Financial	
  Report	
  for	
  the	
  period	
  
ending	
  December	
  31,	
  2019.	
  	
  	
  
Total	
  income	
  for	
  the	
  year	
  was	
  $13,674.43,	
  
primarily	
  made	
  up	
  of	
  $6,185	
  from	
  plot	
  
rentals,	
  $4,615.00	
  in	
  donations	
  and	
  grants,	
  
and	
  $1,714	
  in	
  Volunteer	
  Contribution	
  fees	
  
that	
  were	
  forfeited.	
  	
  
Total	
  expenses	
  were	
  $8,863.91,	
  primarily	
  
made	
  up	
  of	
  $4,502.56	
  for	
  garden	
  
maintenance,	
  $1,308.22	
  for	
  bee	
  operations,	
  
and	
  $930.00	
  for	
  insurance.	
  	
  	
  
The	
  Net	
  Income	
  for	
  the	
  year	
  was	
  
$4,810.52.	
  	
  It	
  should	
  be	
  noted	
  that	
  $3,000,00	
  
of	
  the	
  Net	
  Income	
  is	
  earmarked	
  for	
  the	
  
Orchard	
  project.	
  

We are seeing many more visitors to
the garden and Blackie’s Spit. Please
remember to drive at walking speed
as soon as you enter the gate.

Doug Pawson
Treasure

Please use headphones
if you are listening to
music at the garden.

Please see attachment to email for the
more detailed 2019 Financial Report.
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Outreach Report 2020 AGM

Newsletter Report 2020 AGM

	
  

A big thank you to the following outreach volunteers who
helped deliver 1350 pounds of produce to the food bank
and women’s shelter in 2019.

I hope you have enjoyed the three editions
of the newsletter, which have gone out to
members in the past year.

Margo Embree,Helen Watson, Sylvia Reeve,Julie Akin,
Mike Scholtz, Tracy Wright,Bryant Avery,
Susana Johnson,Isabelle Ronse,Susan Martin, Jeanie
Westendorf, and Helen Menci.

I would like to thank all those who have
contributed articles, reports, recipes and
news items. I hope that we have kept you
informed as well as entertained.
I would also like to thank Bryant Avery for
contributing his lovely photos of the garden,
which have featured in each of the editions.

This was an increase over the 2018 season of almost 200
pounds.
Thank you everyone.

Arlene Regeling

Outreach News
	
  

Unfortunately	
  due	
  to	
  the	
  
Covid	
  19	
  virus	
  the	
  outreach	
  
program	
  has	
  been	
  
suspended	
  until	
  further	
  
notice.	
  

I would be delighted to receive gardening
tips, recipes, and ideas for feature articles to
include in future editions. You can contact
me at dwood58@shaw.ca.
Thank you,
Diana Wood

	
  

Women’s	
  Place	
  has	
  
cancelled	
  their	
  hot	
  lunch	
  
program	
  and	
  other	
  than	
  
the	
  food	
  bank	
  no	
  other	
  
institutions	
  in	
  our	
  area	
  are	
  
accepting	
  donations	
  at	
  this	
  
time.	
  
	
  

If	
  you	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  donate	
  
to	
  the	
  food	
  bank	
  they	
  
accept	
  donations	
  on	
  
Mondays,	
  holidays	
  
excluded,	
  between	
  the	
  
hours	
  of	
  8:00am	
  and	
  2:00	
  
pm.	
  Alternatively,	
  you	
  
could	
  share	
  your	
  bounty	
  
with	
  a	
  neighbour	
  who	
  is	
  
unable	
  to	
  get	
  out	
  to	
  the	
  
shops.	
  
	
  

Hopefully,	
  we	
  will	
  have	
  our	
  
outreach	
  program	
  up	
  and	
  
running	
  in	
  the	
  near	
  future	
  
and	
  please	
  remember	
  to	
  
collect	
  any	
  plastic	
  bags	
  for	
  
us	
  to	
  use	
  when	
  we	
  do.	
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Secretary’s Report 2020 AGM
The BC Societies Act requires us
to file an annual report every year,
soon after the Annual General
Meeting. All the mandatory
documentation was filed within the
required timelines for the 2019
year.
Susan Lane

Spring Gallery
“Be kind,
Be calm,
Be safe.”
Bonnie Henry
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Thank you to Bryant Avery for the
newsletter photos.

