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FIRST VICE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
BY CINDY TATARYN 

(PLEASE FORWARD THIS NEWSLETTER TO ALL YOUR CLUB MEMBERS – THANK YOU!) 

Thank you to everyone who a7ended the BCCGC Annual General Mee>ng on Saturday, March 27, 2021.  

We currently have 174 Affiliated Member Clubs. The quorum for vo>ng are 26 clubs. 

The results for the SurveyMonkey vote as follows: 

SurveyMonkey QuesIons: 

All MoIons are supported by:  

First - Lynne White (Floral Ar>sts of the Fraser Valley) 

Seconded– Frances Raphael (Fraser Valley Orchid Society) 

AGM MoIons: 

1) Mo>on to accept the AGM Mee>ng minutes from April 25, 2020 YES __40__ NO__0____ 

2) Mo>on to accept the Affilia>on fee YES__39__ NO__0____ 

MoIons to amend the By-Laws: 

ArIcle 1 (2) – Membership 

Proposed Wording 

Membership dues are payable in full by ACM’s on or before December 31 for the following calendar year. Any change to 
the dues shall be approved by the ACM’s prior to the change taking effect. 

3) Mo>on to accept Ar>cle 1(2) - Membership YES__40__ NO__0__ 

ArIcle 1 (4) – Membership 

Proposed Wording 

On becoming a member, all ACM’s shall have access to the Cons>tu>on and By-Laws of the Council, the membership 
directory, the speakers’ list and the judges’ list. 

4) Mo>on to accept Ar>cle 1(4) - Membership YES__40___ NO___0___ 

ArIcle 1 (5) – Membership 

Proposed Wording 

All ACM’s shall report to the Council the name, email address and telephone number of a designated liaison person. This 
informa>on shall be provided in conjunc>on with the payment of membership dues. The ACM’s shall report changes to 
the informa>on to the Council. 

5) Mo>on to accept Ar>cle 1(5) - Membership YES__40__ NO__0___ 

In total, 68 clubs voted. Due to a technical error, we were only able to view 40 votes. 



ElecIon of Officers: 

6) Mo>on to accept nominee for President  - We sIll need someone for President 

7) Mo>on to accept nominee for Second Vice President – We sIll need someone for Second Vice President 

8) Mo>on to accept nominee for Secretary – 

 Pam Robertson (South Surrey Garden Club) __By Acclama>on____  

9) Mo>on to accept nominee for Scholarship Trust Fund –  

Pa7y Molnar (North Surrey Garden Club) ___By Acclama>on___  

Appointments of Officers (one year remaining in term): 

1. Treasurer – Ann Peters (BC Floral Art Society) 

2. Communica>on Coordinator – Lynda Pasacreta (Richmond Garden Club) 

New Commi]ee Member: 

 Webmaster – Frank Girard, Vancouver Dahlia Society 

At last years’ AGM we had 78 clubs from all over the Province vote on the AGM Business. 

The advantage of having virtual mee>ngs and virtual vo>ng is that it allows more clubs to par>cipate from all over the 
province without having to travel, pay for gas and a hotel room while they a7end our mee>ngs in person. 

SAVE THE DATE! 

The next General MeeIng will be on Saturday, October 30, 2021. 

We won’t know un>l later whether this will be an in-person or a virtual zoom mee>ng or a combina>on of both. It will 
depend on when we find out if we can book a mee>ng room, find a caterer, vendors, and speakers, and whether the 
mee>ng room has internet access for a virtual component.  We will let you know so stay tuned. 

Club Events: 

Just a reminder that if your club is having an event, such as a plant sale, virtual show, or fundraiser, please go 
to our website www.bcgardenclubs.com  and enter your event on the BCCGC calendar. 

Happy Gardening! 

Cheers 

Cindy Tataryn 

First Vice President, BCCGC 

1vicepresident@bcgardenclubs.com 

http://www.bcgardenclubs.com


REAL GARDENS GROW NATIVES 
Red-Flowering Currant (Ribes sanguineum) 

Red-flowering currant naturally grows at the edges of forests and open, rocky slopes, primarily at low to 
middle elevations in southwestern British Columbia into Washington and Oregon between the Pacific coast 
and the Cascades. 

Ribes means ‘currant’ in medieval Latin. It is the sole genus in the 
Grossulariaceae family. Sanguineum refers to the reddish colour of the 
flowers. Botanist David Douglas took this native to Britain in the 1820s. 
Neither too small or too big, it is best planted in well-drained soil with at 
least a quarter day of sun. 

Red-flowering currant is a favourite with early emerging pollinators, with its 
pendulous flower clusters offering nectar and pollen. Queen bumble bees 
must secure a nest and provide for their offspring all by themselves in the 
early spring so are happy to find red-flowering currant in their habitat. The 
early blossoms are also attractive to hummingbirds, our little bushtits and 
other species of birds. When the berries ripen in the late summer, robins 
and cedar waxwings are found feasting away. We can also eat the berries 
but they are purported to be rather tasteless. There is evidence that the leaves may provide food for 
Ceanothus silkmoth (Hyalophora euryalus) and zephyr (Polygonia gracilis zephyrus) and other moth and 
butterfly larvae, which in turn feeds our birds. 

Red-flowering currant, a fast grower, can grow to as high as six to ten feet tall. If you use this shrub in a border, 
space them five to ten feet apart. This shrub is quite drought tolerant when well established. Water it 
infrequently but deeply in the hot summer season. 

You can propagate by self-sown seed. Collect seeds as soon as the berries are ripe in mid to late summer, dry 
them in a shaded place, then direct sow in autumn. The seeds have a long shelf life if stored in a cool, dry, and 
dark place. 



SCHOLARSHIP TRUST FUND NEWS 
MILDRED WELLS GRADUATE SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT 
BY ANNE SPRUNG 
Garden Pests Beware! 
Gardeners across Bri>sh Columbia will appreciate the work of scholar Jaime Chalissery. His Masters of Pest 
Management at SFU focuses on understanding and managing pest ant species, including the European fire ant 
and the pavement ant. His work is a great demonstra>on of why funding the scholarship benefits all and we 
thank member clubs for their contribu>ons. 
 

Thank you very much for choosing me to receive the Mildred Wells Graduate 
Scholarship! This has helped me on the path to finishing my degree with less 
worry, as my final field courses were cancelled due to protocols for handling 
COVID-19, and my degree was extended. Receiving this scholarship has let me 
con>nue my research on the European fire ant and other pest ant species, by 
allowing me to plan for the coming field term and finish wri>ng up my thesis 
and various manuscripts. 

This scholarship has also let me focus on my teaching efforts where I aim to 
provide a great learning experience for students in the Insect Biology course at 
SFU. I am the lead Teaching Assistant/Lab Instructor for this course, so not only 
am I teaching the students but also leading the secondary Teaching Assistant/
Lab Instructor through how this course operates. This has been a challenging term to teach with all the 
changes to the course and protocols we must follow, but it has been extremely rewarding to pass on what 
knowledge I can and lead the students through dissec>ons, taxonomy, and answering ques>ons about 
research, graduate school, and many other topics. 

With my degree nearing its end, I aim to explore what types of careers are available in the Pest 
Management field and con>nue to publish the findings of my thesis on management strategies for pest 
ants. I hope I can con>nue in a career with ants or invasive species, as I find them extremely interes>ng! I 
have also worked on mosquito, click beetle, Spo7ed Wing Drosophila and Apple Maggot research projects 
and con>nuing to learn more about the various organisms that have far ranging effects in BC is absolutely 
in my future, either as part of my career or as a hobby. 

Once again, I would like to say thank you very much for awarding me this scholarship. I am looking 
forward to hopefully connec>ng with the BC Council of Garden Clubs in the hope of talking more about 
my research on ants and learning more about the organiza>on. 

Best regards, 

Jaime M. Chalissery 

Year 3, Masters of Pest Management 



How to Donate to the BCCGC Scholarship Fund  

If you wish to make a dona>on by cheque please send it to: 

BC Council of Garden Clubs Scholarship Fund 
c/o: BC Council of Garden Clubs 
PO Box 16106 Lynn Valley 
North Vancouver BC V7J 3S9 

Please ensure that the cheques are made out to the “Vancity Community Founda>on” and the memo field shows “BC 
Council of Garden Clubs.” If the person or organiza>on that the dona>on is from does not clearly show on the cheque, 
please include a brief note with the cheque indica>ng who the dona>on is from and a return address (so that an income 
tax receipt can be issued). 

If you wish to donate online with a credit card: 

1. Go to www.vancitycommunityfounda>on.ca 
2. Click the “Funds” bu7on on the top right side of the home page 
3. Locate the BC Council of Garden Clubs Scholarship Fund, either by scrolling through the list or searching 

“garden clubs” in the search bar 
4. Once on the BCCGC Scholarship Fund page, click “Give to this Fund” and complete the form 

OR 
1. Go to www.bcgardenclubs.com 
2. Go to the “Scholarship Fund”on the top bar and click on the “Donate” page below  
3. Scroll down to the link to Vancity Community Founda>on and click on it. This will take you to the BCCGC Scholarship 

Trust Fund page 
4. Click on “Give to this Fund” and complete the form 

Thank You! 

http://www.vancitycommunityfoundation.ca
http://www.bcgardenclubs.com


TALES FROM PAULIK PARK 

A NEIGHBOURHOOD PARK IN THE CENTRE OF RICHMOND 
BY THE RICHMOND GARDEN CLUB 

The Richmond Garden Club adopted one and a half acres of perennial garden beds in Paulik Park in 2008. The 
garden beds were created by Mrs. Paulik in the 1930s following the Arts and Craqs style — a style that includes 
long views. There are over 30 perennial garden beds maintained by volunteers from the Richmond Garden 
Club and the community at large. It is an unusual partnership with the City of Richmond as most municipali>es 
do not allow volunteers to work in city-owned parks.  

From >me to >me, we receive dona>ons of acceptable plant 
material from respected donors. Last year, we benefited from a 
dona>on of three truckloads of plants that were from a White 
Rock garden as it had been sold and was being redeveloped. A 
glossy green clump of ginger had a surprise for us lurking beneath 
the surface. Cyclamen coum (eastern sowbread) tubers just 
popped up in amongst the ginger this spring, and are now 
showing their pre7y li7le faces and wai>ng to be pollinated by the 
bees. 

Cyclamen is in the Primulaceae family, has five sepals and five 
petals, five stamens (male) and five carpels (female). The petals 
sweep up and you can iden>fy this as being the coum species by 
the >ming of its flowering, the round leaves, and the markings on 
the petals (a dark M splotch with two white eyes on the flower 
nose). The leaves have wonderful markings which make them a 
sought-aqer addi>on to any garden. Once the flower is fer>lized 
the stem coils and the seeds begin to form. These seeds are s>cky and ants will carry them off and eat the 
coverings some distance from the plant, which is a novel way of seed dispersal. 

The tuber is dormant over the summer months and to keep the plant healthy it needs to be on the dry side to 
ensure that it does not rot. It can also be outcompeted by some perennials so be careful what you plant next 
to it. The florist cyclamen you see in the grocery stores or nurseries in the winter is not hardy for our area but 
Cyclamen coum certainly is. 



VANCOUVER SHADE GARDEN SOCIETY 
APRIL FEATURE SHADE PLANT 

Botanical Name: Hepa9ca nobilis 
Common Name: Liverwort, European Liver Leaf 

Form:  herbaceous evergreen (in the Lower Mainland 
  area) perennial with a ground cover/clump forming growth habit; reaches a height of 7 cm (foliage only)   
  to 15 cm (with flower stalks) and width of 15 cm 

Culture: does best in par>al to full shade; requires evenly moist, humus-rich, well-drained clay or alkaline 
  soil; must not be leq in standing water; resents its roots being disturbed; top dress annually in late 
  fall with decomposing leaves 

Foliage:  kidney or heart shaped with three lobes; will oqen have silver marbling on the top and maroon on the   
  underside; new foliage emerges aqer flowering; shiny and bright fresh green as leaves open, darkening   
  as they mature 

Flowers: appear in early spring (March or April) before new foliage appears; what appear to be petals are actually   
  sepals, most oqen blue or lavender, although there are some white and even pink forms; number of   
  sepals on each flower can range from six to twenty; occasionally, complete double forms are found;   
  conspicuous white stamens; flowers last for up to a month; have a fresh, delicate fragrance; may not   
  fully open on cloudy days 

Uses:  welcome addi>on to beds and borders; good under shrubs; as an edging plant, or in city, co7age, rock,   
  and woodland gardens; also does well in containers; best visual impact when planted en masse 

General: winner of the Royal Hor>cultural Society Award of Merit for its disease resistance, good     
  cons>tu>on and stability of form and colour; generally disease free but watch for slugs and snails 

Habitat: USDA zones 4-8 

For more informa>on, email vancouvershade@gmail.com and follow on Facebook. 
 

mailto:vancouvershade@gmail.com


 

Plant Selection List 2021Plant Selection List 2021Plant Selection List 2021Plant Selection List 2021    

Project: ______________________________________________ Total Plants: ________________ 

Date: ____________________________ Location:_________________________________________________ 

10 year height and width quoted below for trees and shrubs 

TREES Height Width Host 
 Scouler's Willow - Salix scouleriana 12m 10m Host (40’x32’) 

SHRUBS    

 Kinnikinnick - Arctostaphylos uva-ursi 6-8” 2-3’ Host 
 Salal - Gaultheria shallon 2-3’ 2-3’ Host 
 Evergreen Huckleberry - Vaccinium ovatum 2-3’ 2-3’ Host 
 Oregon Grape tall - Mahonia aquifolium 6-8’ 3-4’ Host 
 Saskatoon Serviceberry - Amelanchier alnifolia 3-15’ 4-5’ Host 
 Hardhack - Spiraea douglasii 3-4’ 2-3’ Host 
 Ocean Spray - Holdiscus discolor 8’ 5’ Host (4m) 
 Mock Orange - Philadelphus lewisii 6-9’ 3-5’  
 Red Elderberry - Sambucus racemose (Coastal) 6-10’ 6-12’ Host (6m) 
     

CANING BERRY    

 Salmonberry - Rubus spectabilis 4-10’ 4-10’  

     

PERENNIALS - Sun    

 Woolly Sunflower - Eriophyllum lanatum 12-24” 12-24” Host (30-60 cm) 
 Pearly Everlasting - Anaphalis margaritacea 2-3’ 1-1.5’ Host (Ht 100 cm) 
 Goldenrod - Solidago canadensis 4-5’ 4-5’ Host (Ht 40-150cm) 
 Douglas Aster - Aster subspicatus 4-5’ 2-3’ (Ht 80 cm) 
 Sneezeweed – Helenium autumnale 3-5’ 2’  
 Yarrow - Achillea millefolium 24-30” 18-24” Host 

PERENNIALS – Sun or Shade    
 Nodding Onion - Allium cernuum 12-18” 6-12”  
 Oregon Stonecrop - Sedum oreganum 4” 1’  

PERENNIALS - Shade    
 Bleeding Heart - Dicentra formosa 1-3’ 1-3’ Host 
 Goat's Beard - Aruncus sylvestris 3-5’ 2-3’ Host 
 



NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS
We would love to feature your club in the newsle7er. You are invited to submit an ar>cle at any >me (please include 
photos). Photos should be high resolu>on and you should include the name of the photographer if possible. Ar>cles 
should be in the range of 300–500 words. If you have an idea for a longer piece, connect with the newsle7er editor in 
advance to discuss your idea. 

Ar>cles are due on the 15th of the month preceding publica>on. If they are submi7ed aqer that date, they will be held 
for the next issue. The next due date is April 15th for May 1st. Submissions/inquiries: newsle7er@bcgardenclubs.com.

BRITISH COLUMBIA COUNCIL OF GARDEN CLUBS

Follow us: 

Lynda Pasacreta, Editor 
Pam Robertson, Copy Editor

Vacant | President 
Lorna Fraser | Past President 

Cindy Tataryn | First Vice-President 
Vacant | Second Vice-President 

Pam Robertson | Secretary  
Ann Peters | Treasurer 

Anne Sprung | Scholarship Trust Fund 
Lynda Pasacreta | Communications Coordinator 

Lorna Herchenson | Membership Committee 
Lynda Pasacreta | Newsletter Committee 

Frank Girard / Website 
BCgardensclubs.com | www.facebook.com/bcgardenclubs 

BC Council of Garden Clubs, PO Box 16106 Lynn Valley, North Vancouver, BC V71 3S9 

http://BCgardensclubs.com
http://www.facebook.com/bcgardenclubs
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