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FIRST VICE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
BY CINDY TATARYN 

(PLEASE FORWARD THIS NEWSLETTER TO ALL YOUR CLUB 
MEMBERS – THANK YOU!) 

There was a wonderful Floral Art Show at the Chilliwack Fair again this year. A huge ‘thank you’ to Joyce 
Wihnan for all the work she did to make this year’s show such a success. It was nice to see the fair go ahead. 
The volunteers and organizers did a great job on such short noKce! 

There were 32 floral designs on exhibit in nine classes. 

CongratulaKons to all the parKcipants and ‘thank you’ for entering exhibits to show the public what floral 
design is and how beauKful floral design can be. 

There are five floral design clubs in BC. The two floral design clubs in the Lower Mainland are BC Floral Art 
Society (www.bcfloralartsociety.com) and Floral ArKsts of the Fraser Valley (www.floralarKstsfv.ca) There are 
also two floral design clubs on Vancouver Island, Mid-Island Floral Art Club (www.m.facebook.com/mifac) and 
Victoria Floral ArKsts Guild (www.victoriafloralarKsts.ca). The Okanagan Floral Art Club has members from 
throughout the Okanagan Valley. They are all members of the Canadian Western AssociaKon of Floral Art Clubs 
(www.cwafac.weebly.com) and of the BC Council of Garden Clubs (www.bcgardenclubs.com). 

Floral design is known worldwide with internaKonal shows held by the World AssociaKon of Floral ArKsts 
(WAFA). These shows take place in a different country (usually) every three years. With COVID, the next show 
which was scheduled to be held in 2023 in New Zealand, has been cancelled.  

BC Council of Garden Clubs has developed a series of Flower Arranging courses. Level 1 – IntroducKon to 
TradiKonal Designs is a beginner level course. It teaches the basics of flower arranging as a hobby to people 
who would like to learn how to make beauKful, easy designs. ParKcipants will learn seven easy designs in 
hands-on workshops with demonstraKons and help from the instructor. Level 2 – IntroducKon to 
Contemporary Design is the next step with another seven designs that you will learn how to make in hands-on 
workshops (Level 1 is a prerequisite). Levels 3 and 4 are intermediate level design workshops and levels 5 and 6 
are more advanced design workshops. 

Contact me at 1vicepresident@bcgardenclubs.com to register for Level 1 – IntroducKon to TradiKonal Designs. 

Cheers, 

Cindy Tataryn 

First Vice President, BCCGC 

1vicepresident@bcgardenclubs.com 

 

Okanagan Floral Art Club-Penticton

http://www.bcfloralartsociety.com
http://www.floralartistsfv.ca
http://www.m.facebook.com/mifac
http://www.victoriafloralartists.ca
http://www.cwafac.weebly.com
http://www.bcgardenclubs.com
mailto:1vicepresident@bcgardenclubs.com


BC COUNCIL OF GARDEN CLUBS FALL GENERAL MEETING 
BY CINDY TATARYN, FIRST VICE PRESIDENT 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

GENERAL MEETING: 

Our Fall General MeeKng will be held over Zoom on October 30, 2021, from 9:00 AM – 12:00 noon. 

Please save the date and join us for a short morning meeKng followed by an excellent speaker!   

We were not able to rent a venue and hire a caterer in Kme to have an in-person meeKng so I hope you can join us on 
Zoom. The advantage of Zoom meeKngs is that members from all over the province are able to join the meeKng. I’m 
looking forward to seeing many of you! I’m also hoping to be able to resume in-person meeKngs next spring for our 
Annual General MeeKng. Keep your fingers crossed that we can get together again soon! 

Our speaker this fall will be Maria Valana, from Kwantlen Polytechnic University, who will be giving us a presentaKon on 
propagaKon. 

SPEAKER: 

Maria Valana, Bachelor of Science 

Instructor at Kwantlen Polytechnic University 

Greenhouse ProducKon (Olds) 

Dip. HorKculture Management (Thompson Rivers University) 

CerKfied Landscape/HorKculture (Thompson Rivers University) 

P.I. Dip. (V.C.C.) 

CerKfied PesKcide Applicator (BC Ministry of Environment) 

RSE (CCDA) 



SCHOLARSHIP TRUST FUND NEWS 
BY ANNE SPRUNG, CHAIRPERSON 

We were very pleased to receive a letter from Jennifer Swan, a recent recipient of a BC Council of Garden Clubs award. 
Jennifer is a well-spoken young lady who deserves recognition for her achievements and has a very bright future in 
horticultural design. In a follow-up email, Jennifer states “I want to get education and experience in garden design. I think 
it's an interesting challenge to choose the best plants for specific environments, whilst also taking into consideration the 
intentions of the garden owners/users. I'm working in a garden centre right now, and every day I learn so much about 
people's relationship with, and expectations from, the plants they  
want to enjoy in their outdoor spaces”. 



How to Donate to the BCCGC Scholarship Fund  

If you wish to make a donaKon by cheque please send it to: 

BC Council of Garden Clubs Scholarship Fund 
c/o: BC Council of Garden Clubs 
10952 McAdam Road 
North Delta, BC V4C 3E8 

Please ensure that the cheques are made out to the “Vancity Community FoundaKon” and the memo field shows “BC 
Council of Garden Clubs.” If the person or organizaKon that the donaKon is from does not clearly show on the cheque, 
please include a brief note with the cheque indicaKng who the donaKon is from and a return address (so that an income 
tax receipt can be issued). 

If you wish to donate online with a credit card: 

1. Go to www.vancitycommunityfoundaKon.ca 
2. Click the “Funds” bunon on the top right side of the home page 
3. Locate the BC Council of Garden Clubs Scholarship Fund, either by scrolling through the list or searching “garden 

clubs” in the search bar 
4. Once on the BCCGC Scholarship Fund page, click “Give to this Fund” and complete the form 

OR 
1. Go to www.bcgardenclubs.com 
2. Go to the “Scholarship Fund”on the top bar and click on the “Donate” page below  
3. Scroll down to the link to Vancity Community FoundaKon and click on it. This will take you to the BCCGC Scholarship 

Trust Fund page 
4. Click on “Give to this Fund” and complete the form 

Thank You! 

http://www.vancitycommunityfoundation.ca
http://www.bcgardenclubs.com


THREE SMALL ACCENT TREES 
BY NINA SHOROPLOVA, MASTER GARDENER STUDENT 
Do you have space enroute to your front door for a small accent tree? Or beside the paKo in the backyard? Or behind the 

wooden bench where you sit outside on warm evenings? Have you considered buying a tree for that special locaKon that 

looks rather bare but isn’t very large? 

If your answer is yes, here are three small accent trees to consider: a witch hazel, a stewarKa, and a hibiscus. Each tree 

has many reasons to be included here: the unique Kming of its flowers, the stunning beauty of its blooms, the unusual 

nature of its bark, the recognizable shape of its leaves, and the appealing palene of its fall leaf colour.  

The size of a “small tree” is hard to pin down; it’s somewhere between 5 m (15 feet) and 9 m (30 feet). The actual size of 

a small tree depends on its species, variety, and culKvar. It also depends on soil richness and texture, climate, hours of 

sun, and care in its new locaKon. Both Chinese witch hazel and hibiscus can be shrubs or trees, depending on how they 

are pruned. 

Chinese witch hazel, known botanically as Hamamelis mollis, is frequently grown as a shrub. Common witch hazel (H. 

virginiana) is the naKve North American species; it is the taller and more strongly scented of the two. The popular 

hybrid, Hamamelis x intermedia, a cross of H. mollis and H. japonica, is commonly grown as a tree. 

Witch hazel’s appealing features are many: 

o its winter flowers 

o the uniqueness of its petals 

o its fresh and tangy scent 

o its spreading habit, oren as wide as it is tall 

o the variety of its glowing fall leaf colour 

The standout features of Japanese stewarKa (StewarDa pseudocamellia) take us 

through the year: 

o pyramidal shape 

o bark that flakes off the trunk in patches, exposing taupe, mauve, silver, and/

or tan islands  

o sKll-life-worthy flowers that bloom in June and July 

o fruit that dry and split to scaner their seed 

o pumpkin-coloured fall leaves 

Rose of Sharon or hibiscus (Hibiscus syriacus) leafs out in late spring and blooms 

from summer unKl late fall. Dried hibiscus flowers, calyces, and leaves make a tart 

herbal tea. Hibiscus’s appealing features include these: 



o three-lobed leaves 

o exoKc blooms that range in colour, depending on the culKvar, from white 

petals with red centres through to lilac with white centres 

o plump fruit  

o dried fruit husks on bare winter stems 

Winter is the best Kme to plant a young tree, but now is the best Kme to make 

your choice. 

Photographs were taken by Nina Shoroplova in either Stanley Park or Vancouver’s 

West End. Nina is the author of Legacy of Trees: Purposeful Wandering in 

Vancouver’s Stanley Park (Heritage House, June 2020), a finalist in the 2020 BC Lieutenant Governor’s Historical WriKng 

Awards. She is a Vancouver Master Gardener student and a member of Nature Vancouver.

VANCOUVER ROSE SOCIETY SUMMER PICNIC - August 8, 2021 
BY BRENDA VINEY, GARDEN HOST 
Arer over 45 days of hot, dry condiKons in rainy Vancouver, the day of our annual ‘summer picnic’ loomed arer two days 
of intense precipitaKon. A 30-degree shir in temperature started off our Sunday at a chilling 15°C as we started to ready 
the yard for our guests. A ten-foot tent was at the ready to erect, first for sun and then for the threat of more rain.   

In the end, the tent was not used and we trusted the weather reports that said it would be a sunny/cloudy day, which it 
was, and we enjoyed a wonderful cloudy day — a nice respite from all the sun and heat we had been enduring. Hats and 
jackets were on-again, off-again throughout the day as the clouds or sun appeared and we all breathed a sigh of relief for 
the clouds and gradual warming temperatures.  

Close to 40 members turned out for our get-together as we all enjoyed each other’s company arer a year and a half of 
on and off stay-at-home orders. One of the reasons many of our members belong to 
our society is for the camaraderie and the fun in-person events we hold.   

Our annual ‘garden party’ is a long-standing tradiKon with the VRS that goes back for 
longer than the 35 years I have been a member. In the past, members would bring a 
dish to share and a chair, and we would spend an arernoon noshing from the tables 
holding the 20 to 30 food dishes while drinking the wine, beer, and non-alcoholic 
beverages provided by the VRS.    

In the two years of Covid, we have changed the event to a ‘summer picnic’ with everyone bringing their own lunch, a 
glass and a chair; the VRS sKll providing complimentary beverages. One of our past presidents, Dale Akerstrom, and 
partner, Alex Diaz, purchase and provide the beverages, ice, ice chests, and a table. Paring down the duKes of the host 
makes hosKng easier and will hopefully ensure more hosts and lovely gardens for the event for many years to come as 
our members are always truly grateful for the ouKng!  

Photo: Seung up: Past Presidents Dale Akerstrom, Sandy Tordiffe, and Brenda Viney (host) and member Alex Diaz 



WILLIAMS LAKE GARDEN CLUB 2021 
BY DEB RADOLLA 

Riddled with unanswered quesKons due to the COVID 19 pandemic, the Williams Lake Garden Club scrambled and 
revised their schedule and acKviKes for the 2021 garden season. Memberships purchased in 2020 were honoured, which 
provided members with discounts at several regional garden centres, one of the bonuses for joining this acKve club. 
Seedy Saturday and two other garden tour opportuniKes were offered between June and August. One tour, to Frank’s 
Garden Centre in Horsefly, was cancelled at the last minute due to a road washout. Both members and non-members 
were invited to conKnue to interact through our Williams Lake Garden Club Facebook forum. In addiKon, the club grew 
root vegetables for the SalvaKon Army and weeded and maintained a garden at the Williams Lake Seniors AcKvity 
Centre. 

The first acKvity held was a COVID-friendly Seedy Saturday event,which was held on Saturday, May 1, 2021, in Kiwanis 
Park, the site of the local Farmers’ Market. The Williams Lake Garden Club played a key role and hosted a Seed Exchange 
table, handed out buckets of free advice, and accepted and coordinated a plant and garden tool give away. Seedy 
Saturday was a collaboraKon between the Williams Lake Food Policy Council and the Cariboo Direct Farm Market 
AssociaKon. COVID-safe line-ups were long and visitors showed the utmost paKence in waiKng to enter the booths, 
which featured seedlings, plants, crars, baking, and food trucks. 

The next event was a field trip to Sandy McNie’s garden in the quaint town of Horsefly, BC. Sandy and her partner were 
delighted to show twenty members their extensive greenhouses, cavernous root cellar, bounKful fruit and vegetable 
gardens, and gorgeous flower beds, which burst with fresh blooms. The innovaKve owners live almost “off the grid” but 
allow back-up generators to support them through the harsh Cariboo winters that this community receives. 

In August club members were welcomed to the gardens of two long-Kme garden club members, Maureen Byman and 
Gerry Gebert, for a leisurely breakfast and informal garden tours. Located on the banks of the mighty Fraser River, 
between Quesnel and Williams Lake, these two gardens are breathtaking. Lush soil, hard work, and creaKvity abound in 
both gardens and the breakfast and camaraderie were a delighwul treat. 

Plans are underway for a 2022 Garden Tour next July. Several gardens were visited by the Tour Comminee this year and 
the variety of gardens will provide something special for all members. 

Overall, the club has tried hard to Ke things together this season and looks forward to the return of “a new normal 
season” next year with face-to-face monthly meeKngs with local and regional speakers beginning in March. New 
members and visitors are always welcome. Like the provincial Council and other clubs around the province, the execuKve 
is looking for fresh faces to restart the club. 

Photo: Maureen 
Byman



HOSTING SMALL EVENTS — ADAPTING TO THE PANDEMIC 
BY HEIGHTS GARDEN SOCIETY 
We have been coordinaKng the Heights Community Garden in North Burnaby for 24 years. Our success is due in part to 
our commitment to making this garden a shared community asset. Each member of this garden values having their own 
plot to grow in, as well as contribuKng to the care of the perennial borders, naKve plant secKon, herb garden, and 
flowering shrubs. The cumulaKve effect is a parklike experience with wide pathways, shaded seaKng areas, and flower 
borders offering peaceful green space for the many people who come to enjoy this seung.  

Respecwul, appreciaKve visitors to our garden are always welcome. It is very graKfying to receive all the compliments 
that we are given. But we are also acutely aware that our garden is owned by the City of Burnaby and is considered a 
future development site. We know that the garden’s conKnued existence depends on how valued it is within the 
community.    

Our visitors value the community garden for its friendly exchange and beauty. We foster this appreciaKon further by 
hosKng community events each year, and inviKng those within the community to parKcipate. Our events in previous 
years have included: 

• Garden tours — in combinaKon with tours of a number of residenKal gardens in the area.   

• Plant Sales —  open to the public on the annual “Hats Off Day” in Burnaby Heights.  

• Manure sales — this provides a service to gardeners, brings people to the garden, and helps provide cost 
recovery for soil amendments in the community garden. 

• Pumpkin patch — an arernoon of creaKve games and acKviKes in a fall seung decorated with straw bales, 
pumpkins, and scarecrows. Through liaison with our local credit union, we were able to give away pumpkins 
and hot chocolate. It was a memorable free event for families in the neighbourhood. 

These events are all rewarding, and they are also a lot of work. Planning ahead requires posters, email broadcasts, and 
other communicaKon strategies. No maner how hard you try, you never know unKl the last minute how good your 
turnout will be, and if you have purchased too many or too few supplies to meet demand. This is one of the most 
worrisome aspects of event planning, but the reward is in seeing the happy children and laughing adults at the event. 

The pandemic curtailed a lot of our acKviKes in 2020 due to the need for social distancing. We could not host large 
events over this Kme. But by 2021 we realized the value of scaling down, and learned how to organize the physical space 
differently. So far in 2021, we have hosted the following three socially distanced small events: 

Photo: Gerry Gebert Photo: Sandy McNie



• Treasure hunt for children and families; encouraged small numbers of children to explore the garden and 
respond to a quiz about what they found. This event also supported local businesses when we purchased gir 
cerKficates to give to event anendees as their “treasure” when they finished the quiz. Funding through the 
Neighbourhood Small Grants Program provided for the gir cerKficates. 

• Art in the garden. This event was offered by one of our garden members, a reKred school teacher and arKst. The 
Neighbourhood Small Grants Program provided funding that bought art supplies and simple refreshments for 
parKcipants. 

• Garden tour. In collaboraKon with North Burnaby Neighbourhood House, we gave recently arrived residents a 
tour of the garden and the opportunity to connect with their new community. This event culminated with a 
garden project that all were invited to parKcipate in. 

We’re pleased that the pandemic made us realize new possibiliKes for engaging with the wider community. These 
smaller scale events take less effort to organize, are less expensive, and they are a lot less stressful to host. Although 
we look forward to having more freedom once we are through this pandemic, we will conKnue to recognize that 
smaller events can provide meaningful experiences and connecKon.   

OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS! 
DIGITAL MEDIA MARKETING VOLUNTEER STUDENTS 
Lynne Rhead, Coop Coordinator at Pacific Link College, Surrey campus (campus in Burnaby too), has presented us with an 
opportunity for our members who may benefit from having a volunteer digital media markeKng student to work on web 
pages, Facebook and other social media plaworms. 

For more informaKon: 

Lynne Rhead (Lynne is in the office Monday to Thursday, 9:30 am to 5:30 pm) 
lynnerhead@plvan.com 
604-439-9255 

Digital Media Studies courses  
hnps://www.plvan.com/current-courses/faculty-of-technology/post-graduate-diploma-digital-media-studies-
management-science/

mailto:lynnerhead@plvan.com
https://www.plvan.com/current-courses/faculty-of-technology/post-graduate-diploma-digital-media-studies-management-science/
https://www.plvan.com/current-courses/faculty-of-technology/post-graduate-diploma-digital-media-studies-management-science/


NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS
We would love to feature your club or community garden in the newsle]er. Tell us about some of the projects your 
club or community garden are involved in. You are invited to submit an arKcle at any Kme (please include photos). 
Photos should be high resoluKon and you should include the name of the photographer if possible. ArKcles should be in 
the range of 300–500 words. If you have an idea for a longer piece, connect with the newslener editor in advance to 
discuss your idea. 

ArKcles are due on the 15th of the month preceding publicaKon. If they are submined arer that date, they will be held 
for the next issue. The next due date is September 15th for October 1st. Submissions/inquiries: 
newslener@bcgardenclubs.com.
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