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Dunsmuir Community Garden

Newsletter

President’s Report 

We may have been off to a slow start this spring with what seemed like endless 
rain, but our fortunes have turned with weeks of warm sunny weather. The 
bounty of produce is now evident as another successful growing season comes 
to a close.  

AEer the years of the Covid pandemic, this season has been one of renewed 
energy and commitment to Dunsmuir Community Gardens. The Garden is so 
much more than just a place to grow fruit and vegetables. It is a place of 
community, friendship, sharing and cooperaKon. Many of the Gardens’ 
enterprises are managed with the commitment of program coordinators and 
conducted with teams of volunteers. These people have our support, 
appreciaKon and thanks for making Dunsmuir such a unique and magical place.  

The season is wrapping up but it doesn't mean that we are finished. Many 
gardeners have planted winter crops and others are already preparing and 
planning for next year.  And, there are more project sKll to be done this year, 
notably the drainage remediaKon project in collaboraKon with the City of 
Surrey. Details will be announced once the scope and schedule has been 
determined. 

The Board of Directors is sKll very cognisant of the risks of large groups meeKng 
in confined spaces, especially with the upcoming flu season and the potenKal 
increases of Covid infecKons. With this in mind, we have decided not to hold the 
Annual General MeeKng in person in order to avoid these risks. We will conduct 
another Zoom AGM on Saturday, November 19th. More details about this 
meeKng will be forwarded as they are developed. 

Thanks again to all of the Garden Coordinators and volunteers, and to the Board 
of Directors for all of their Kme, creaKvity and good humour! 

Let the sun shine in!  

Craig Regan, 

Newsletter Editor: Diana Wood

Photographer: Bryant Avery

Clipart from Clipart Library

http://www.dunsmuirgardengroup.blogspot.com/
https://www.dunsmuircommunitygardens.ca/
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Plot Sharing 

If you are finding managing your garden 
plot rather overwhelming, you might 
want to consider buddying up with a 
fellow gardener to share one plot. 

Sharing a plot allows you to continue to 
garden and cuts down the workload. As 
they say ”Many hands make light work”.
 
Use the noticeboard in the undercover 
area to look for a fellow gardener to 
team up with.

OUTREACH REPORT

Well, with our very wet start to the growing 
season and a very hot Summer, we have still 
managed to send over 620 lbs of produce to  
Sources Food Bank and the Women’s Place 
as of September 8th.
We will be closing down the chute in October 
and the last delivery will be October 13th. 
Thanks to everyone for your continuing 
generosity!   

Your Outreach Team
(And don’t forget bags and clamshells are 
available in the tool shed until the end of the 
growing season.) 

 
A warm welcome to our new members in 2022

 Irit & Jacob Guttman D-9B    Rob & Jenni Laycock C-19

  Tammy Saam C-18.      Robin Adams & Grant Kruse C-24

  Ed Lindberg & Marjorie Dobson-Lindberg B-17A

  Rick Patterson & Lynn Kelman B-9B.     Jill Forbes B-23

  Dot & Chris Roulson B-11.    Barb & Ron Stoliker A-7-A

  Cindy Holowko B-07.    David Hill D-16

  Wendy Cooper & Glyn Briscoe B-19A

  Maggie Czuban & Regina Swib B-24
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                                                               BEE REPORT                                   By  Pixie Hobby 

                                                            As the song goes “Don’t Worry, Bee Happy”! Well, our bees have indeed been  
                                                            happy as our abundant honey harvest demonstrates. We removed a total of 28                                            
                                                            frames of honey, easily filling over 144 jars. We leE between 65% & 70% of the    
                                                            honey in the hives for the bees to feast on over the winter.  This honey, together  
                                                            with fall feeding of nutriKonally enhanced syrup and sugar cakes for the colder  
                                                            months, will keep our bees well fed and healthy unKl blossoms return in the  
                                                            spring. 

                                                            Our abundant honey harvest is due in part to wise beekeeping pracKces led by  
                                                            Dave Hoffman, in part to the enhancement and maintenance of the Pollinator  
Garden, and in part to many gardeners, like James, who leE their kale and other Brassicas to bloom in the spring and 
early summer. These flowers provided our bees with plenty of nectar and pollen throughout the cold, wet spring of 
2022. Many apiaries suffered significant losses during this period, but Dunsmuir Garden bees thrived! 

Let’s make an effort to support our bees next spring. Don’t pull out your kale and broccoli plants this winter. Instead, 
leave them in your plot for the bees, please! In the spring those delicate yellow flowers will be buzzing with our 
bees, and honey producKon will start early. In addiKon, please consider planKng high nectar and pollen producing 
flowers throughout your plot. You’ll enjoy an enhanced crop harvest due to pollinaKon, plus another abundant 

Thefts In the Garden
Sadly, this year there have been a number of acts of theft and 
vandalism reported at the Garden.

Thieves have been taking tools as well as produce. You may 
want to consider locking up you personal 
toolshed and putting a lock on your gate. 

We have asked the City of Surrey to make 
“ Do Not Harvest From Plots” signs.

If you discover a theft in progress please call 
9-1-1 and provide as much description as 
possible. If you have discovered something missing from your 
garden you can report it to the RCMP by calling 604 599-0502 
and reference file number 20- 91682. 

Crafters’  
Alert 

The honey extraction left us with 4.5 litres of 
beeswax that could be used by crafters for 
making candles and other items. If you would 
like this beeswax, please let us know.

Contact Pixie Hobby via :  
h9ps://www.dunsmuircommunitygardens.ca

https://www.dunsmuircommunitygardens.ca/
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 How to Ripen Green Tomatoes

Like other fruits such as peaches and nectarines, a 
simple way to ripen green tomatoes is to pop them 
into a brown paper bag. The fruits give off ethylene 
gas which causes ripening. If you add a banana to the 
bag this will speed up the ripening process.

What to do with all those 
GreenTomatoes! 
Walking around Dunsmuir, it’s easy to see that, like me, 
many of you have lots of green tomatoes in your plots. 
I’ve discovered that there are all kinds of recipes out 
there that will help you use up these unripe tomatoes. You 
can turn them into delicious soups, chutneys, salsas, 
curries and much more.   
Here are a few links to get you started: 
https://www.tomatobible.com/green-tomato-recipes/  

https://www.allrecipes.com/recipes/15156/fruits-and-
vegetables/vegetables/tomatoes/green-tomatoes/  

Good luck!      
Diana Wood                                  

Karen and Craig’s Fried Green Tomatoes

1 Whisk together eggs and milk in a bowl

2. Mix the bread crumbs, salt and pepper on 
    a plate

3 Put the flour in a shallow dish

4. Coat the tomatoes with the flour

5. Dip them into the egg mixture

6. Roll in breadcrumbs to fully coat them 

Heat the vegetable oil (about 1/2 inch deep) 
in a large skillet. Place the tomatoes in the 
pan, making sure that they don’t touch each 
other. 

When the tomatoes are browned on one side 
turn them over and cook the other side. Drain 
off excess oil on a paper towel.
Enjoy!

Ingredients: 

 4 large green tomatoes (sliced about 1/2 inch   
    thick)
 1 cup all-purpose flour
 2 eggs
 1/2 cup milk
 1/2 cup Italian bread crumbs, or plain    
      bread crumbs with 1 tsp. dried basil
 2 tsp coarse kosher salt
 Season with ground black pepper
 Vegetable oil for frying

https://www.tomatobible.com/green-tomato-recipes/
https://www.allrecipes.com/recipes/15156/fruits-and-vegetables/vegetables/tomatoes/green-tomatoes/
https://www.allrecipes.com/recipes/15156/fruits-and-vegetables/vegetables/tomatoes/green-tomatoes/
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Many people at the Summer Picnic were full of admiration for 
Liudmila’s stunning pirogi dish.
She has kindly offered to do a cooking demonstration on 
Thursday, September 22nd to show those who are interested 
how to make it.

Join us in the garden at the undercover area at 11:00am for the 
demonstration (weather  permitting).

Gardening Tips from the Dunsmuir Archives
From 2014- Dorothy Randall 

Do you want to extend your growing season?   Consider using a heavier row cover to keep some of your 
plants producing later in fall. Using a row cover can also protect some winter crops you might be trying 
such as mustard, spinach, collards, or arugula. Heavier row covers provide frost protection down to -5 
degrees. If you are using a row cover for taller plants, you will need to use hoops or other forms of support 
to prevent the plants from bearing weight.

From 2008- Don Murray  (These seed saving tips come from garden member Don Murray who died at 
age 74 in 2014. Don served as Treasurer of our Board for many years and was generous in sharing his 
saved bean seeds with fellow gardeners.)

SAVING SEEDS:  Saving seed not only saves money but preserves favourite and heritage varieties and 
extends the joy and satisfaction of gardening into the Fall, increasing the anticipation of the next 
gardening season.  I prefer to collect seeds directly into paper bags as they will then continue to dry.  Some 
of the easiest seeds to save include peppers, beans, and peas. I set the seeds in every available window sill 
for the drying and curing of collected seeds so that they won’t become damp or moldy.  Once dry you can 
store the seeds in paper bags, coin envelopes, or regular envelopes. Storage of seeds is usually best in a 
dark, cool, and well aired location. An unheated but frost-proof garage is ideal.

 

Save the Date
Thursday, September 22nd: Master Class Pirogi Demonstration
 
Saturday, November 19th:  AGM via Zoom  (More information to follow.)
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Slug Control 
By Bei Zhang (Student Master Gardener) 

Know the enemy: 

• Slugs feed on leaves of many plants (especially seedlings), ripening fruits, vegetables, and decaying plant material. 
• Slugs have a layer of slime to protect their skin from drying up and use it to move. A dried slime trail indicates slugs are 

acKve. 
• Slugs use file-like mouthparts (called a radula) to rasp and chew plant Kssue. They create irregularly shaped holes in 

leaves, flowers and fruit. Low to moderate feeding can affect the appearance of plants but usually does not impact 
plant health. Severe slug feeding can injure plants, especially seedlings.  

• Slugs are present from spring to fall, in cool, moist areas with shade. Warm, dry condiKons are less favourable to them 
• They are acKve when the temperature is above 10°C, wind is low and humidity is high. 
• Slugs typically spend the winter as eggs in protected sites, like under perennial ground covers, plant debris, mulch, 

boards, or in the soil. Eggs hatch the following spring and early summer. 

Ba@le plan: 

• First chance to control slugs is in September and October, aEer the first rains begin and before the slugs lay eggs 
(They can lay eggs 6 Kmes a year). 

• Cleanup: Start from the most shady and moist site, creaKng lighter, drier condiKons by pruning, thinning, and 
improving drainage by amending soil with compost. 

• Mulch: Ground beetles live under ground covers and mulch. They are a gardener’s best friend, because they eat slug 
eggs, grubs and insect pupae in the soil. 

• Water your plants in the morning, water the root zone at the base of the plant. Avoid overhead watering. Water by 
hand or use drip irrigaKon or soaker hoses. 

• Grow shade plants that slugs do not like around edges. Such as ferns, ornamental grass, and perennials with hairy, 
coarse leaves. 

• Pick slugs off plants aEer dark. 
• You can use Diatomaceous earth although, it is generally not an effecKve slug deterrent. It is most effecKve when used 

in dry condiKons and has li9le effect when it absorbs moisture.   
• Use 'trap plants' and check them regularly for slugs. Slugs love marigolds. If you plant these flowers along the edges of 

your garden, they will “trap” nearby slugs by a9racKng them. This will make it easier for you to find the slugs and 
dispose of them.  

• Ducks and geese find slugs a tasty meal. 

Reference: 

h9ps://extension.umn.edu/yard-and-garden-insects/slugs#create-a-landscape-less-a9racKve-to-slugs-298061 
“How to Control Slugs in Your Garden”  N. Bell and A.J. Dreves, OREGON STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION SERVICE 

Make the neighbourhood a be9er place Start something in your backyard! A resident’s guide to natural yard care for the Lower 
Mainland  Greater Vancouver Regional District 2006 

https://extension.umn.edu/yard-and-garden-insects/slugs%23create-a-landscape-less-attractive-to-slugs-298061
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A  Bountiful  Summer
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Summer 
Picnic 
2022


